Communication Studies

MODULE 6: PERSONAL & CULTURAL COMMUNICATION

· Section 1 = theories about communication (eg What is communication? What good is theory?)

· Section 2 = implications of new technology (eg What impact does technology make on communication? What are the dangers of technology? What are the benefits?)

· Section 3 = communication and socialisation (eg How does communication make our society? How is culture transmitted? Is social class a barrier to communication?)

· Section 4 =ethical moral and political debates (eg What should be censored? ‘There is no such thing as bad publicity’ – discuss. Do public people have a right to privacy?)

You will need:

· To know the issues (learn content; be able to cite examples; give specific theories; name experts and their opinions)

· To be able to structure an argument; analyse issues; weigh up different viewpoints; write an effective essay

Expectations:

· Attend all lessons

· Complete all work set

· Do additional work, including frequent revision of ongoing work

Geoff Barton

January 21, 2002
Technology and Change: Exploring the History of Technology

So when did technology begin? The question is a more difficult to answer than you may think. We all assume that even the experts always had a vision in mind to incorporate technology into the everyday lives of ordinary individuals. Take a look at the following quotes from well-known, experienced experts:

"Computers in the future may weigh no more than one and a half tons."

—Popular Mechanics, Forecasting the Relentless March of Science, 1949

"I think there is a world market for maybe five computers."

—Thomas Watson, Chairman of IBM, 1943

"But what . . . is it good for?"

—Engineer at the Advanced Computing Systems Divisions of IBM, commenting on the microchip, 1968

"There is no reason anyone would want a computer in their home."

—Ken Olson, President, Chairman, and Founder of Digital Equipment Corporation, 1977

"I watched his face (Samuel F.B. Morse) closely to see if he was not deranged, and was assured by other Senators as we left the room that they had no confidence in it either."

—Senator Oliver Smith of Indiana, 1842, after witnessing a first demonstration of the telegraph

"Well-informed people know it is impossible to transmit their voices over wires, and even if it were possible, the thing would not have practical value."

—Editorial in the Boston Post, 1865

"Radio has no future."

—Lord Kelvin, Physicist and President of the Royal Society, 1897

"The radio craze will die out in time."

—Thomas Edison, 1922

"There's a lunatic in the lobby who says he's invented a device for transmitting pictures over the air. Be careful, he may have a razor on him."

—Editor of the London Daily Express, commenting to a staffer on someone who had asked to see a reporter and was waiting downstairs

Task 1: 

· What do you think have bee the biggest technological advances in communication this century?

· What are your predictions for the next 50 years?

The Information Superhighway

We are facing a time of "information evolution". Some ‘old’ statistics …

· More than one out of every three computers used in U.S. households has been acquired in the past two years, with as many as 15% bought in the past twelve months; 

· The number of American who subscribe to online services grew nearly 140% between the winter of 1994 and June 1995 (from 5 million to nearly 12 million); 

· Each of the largest commercial companies that provide online services has added a "kids only" or family-oriented section.

In a January, 1995 survey by Microsoft/Intelliquest, public opinion recognizes the importance of:

· 89% of parents (84% of general population) believe computer skills are important to educational success. 

· 86% of computer-using children believe computers skills are important to getting good grades in school. 

· 92% of children think computer skills will help them earn higher salaries in future jobs. 

· 77% of teachers (67% of general public) think computers help each child learn at his/her own pace. 

· 61% of American (56% of teachers) believe that computers help develop kids’ creativity.

· In 1974 and 1983, math and English ranked as the most important courses offered in school. Computer use barely made the list. 

· In 1996, student ranked computer use and programming a close third in importance to math and English. 96% of the student ranked math as very or fairly important, 93% ranked English as very or fairly important and 92% ranked computer use and programming as very or fairly important.

1. Tasks:

2. For next week, working in pairs, produce a one-side “History of …” handout to be distributed to the rest of the group. Hand in by 9.30 next Monday 28/1. Make it as informative and factual as possible.

3. Make notes of ways you think technology will transform schools over the next 50 years. Add a list of advantages and disadvantages.
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